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Letter of Support, HB 2417
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www.oregonhousingalliance.org

Members of the House Veterans Services & Emergency Preparedness Committee
900 Court Street, NE, Room 453
Salem, OR 97301

Dear Chair Matthews, Vice-Chair Fagan, Vice-Chair Parrish, and Members of the
Committee:

| am writing to you today to express support for HB 2417. HB 2417 will increase an
existing document recording fee passed in 2009 (HB 2436) by $5. This would
increase the fee charged on the first page of real estate related recordings. Funds
raised through this fee will go to work across the range of housing needs, from
ending homelessness to affordable housing to homeownership for veterans.

The Housing Alliance believes that everyone needs a safe, stable, and affordable
place to call home. Right now, too many veterans in Oregon struggle to find a safe,
decent place to live. One out of every six men and women in our homeless shelters
once wore a uniform in service to our country. Veterans working in some of the
most common jobs available through the Department of Labor’s specialized training
programs do not earn enough to afford to buy a median-priced home in many
Oregon communities.

Funds raised through HB 2417 will provide emergency rent assistance to help
veterans either prevent or end homelessness, will finance the building or
rehabilitation of housing for veterans, and will provide downpayment assistance for
veterans ready to take the step to homeownership.

The Housing Alliance is a coalition of nearly sixty organizations across the state that
has come together out of a concern for those in our communities that do not have
a safe, stable, and affordable place to call home, or access to a community that
provides a range of opportunities and services. We know that we all benefit when
our neighbors have full access to opportunity.

The Housing Alliance believes that we all have a stake in addressing the problems
our communities and neighbors are facing, because our communities are better and
stronger when we provide opportunity to all of our residents. Oregon’s Veterans
deserve a comprehensive plan which addresses all of their needs—from supportive
housing for people returning with disabilities or injuries, to rent assistance to help
prevent or end homelessness to assistance in buying their first home. Smart
investments by the State can help our veterans return with dignity and leverage the
federal resources they are entitled to.

We urge you to support HB 2417. Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Janet Byrd
On behalf of the Housing Alliance
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