French Prairie

A historical and cultural survey

French Prairie,
as historically
understood
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The Willamette Valley
& French Prairie

A historic assessment of a special
agricultural resource

In spite of the
o perceptions of
~ the Pacific
' Northwest as a
B - verdant para-
o aatew  dise, there is
precious little
~* arable land for
~ farming.

Source : Alfas of Oregon, University of Qregon Press. 2001
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The source of the high quality soils in the Willamette Valley is
the deposits from the Missoula Floods (12-18,000 years ago)

Potential Prime Farmiand

Potential Prime Farmland*
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Source: Alas of Oregan, University of Oregon Press, 2001

Concentration of Prime Farmland in the Willamette Valley



French Prairie

A fruly unique agricultural resource

What makes French Prairie
unique for farming?

* Ouftstanding soils—some of best in country

* Mild climate—long growing season, limited severe
weather

* Mostly adequate water for irrigated crops

+ Excellent fransportation corridor and markets

* History and culture of farming for past 150 years

o Experience
o Creativity, ingenuity
o Infrastructure

o Agriculture resources for educational, technical, financial support—a
network to support success

L Slide courtesy Mike Bondi, NWREC ®



Willamette Valley Soils

* Willamette Silt Loam—our

most common valley soil

o About one-half of the soils in FP are
Willamette silt loams

o Deep, well-drained, highly productive,
dark with lots of organic matter

o Formed when Missoula Floods

occurred 10,000 years ago and
deposited sediments

Slide courtesy Mike Bondi, NWREC ®

Willamette Valley Climate

* Average about 165 frost free days per year
* Adequate moisture with ~ 40" of rain per year

* Mild temperatures—no great extremes: about a
dozen days over 90 degrees annually

L]

Slide courtesy Mike Bondi, NWREC



Willamette Valley Water

Over 650MM galions of
water needed daily for
crops in irigation season—
nearly 80% of all water
used in state goes to
agriculture

Water availability
becoming more limited—
NO new permits

Higher efficiency systems
becoming more popular

@ Slide courtesy Mike Bondi, NWREC e

Willamette Valley
Transportatlon/Markets

Location, location, location
-5 fransportation corridor
Port of Portland

. Llnklng people and products

L) Slide courtesy Mike Bondi, NWREC &



Willamette Valley History
and Culture of Agriculture

8lide courtesy Mike Bondi, NWREC
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French Prairie’s Important
Crops

* Nursery (field and
greenhouse)

* Fresh and Processed
Vegetables

* Vegetable and Flower
Seed

« Berries (strawberries,
caneberries and
blueberries)

* Christmas Trees

Hazelnuts

Livestock (cattle, dairy,
poultry)

Hops

Grapes

Grasses and Legumes
Grains and Hay
Pasture

Slide courtesy Mike Bondi, NWREC



