Chair Barker and Members of the Judiciary Committee,

My name is Ryan Anfuso and | am a criminal defense attorney in Portland. [
came to be involved in this issue when [ was informed by a client of mine that he
had paid $100.00 to remove his mug shot from a website only to find that after he
did, his image popped up on several other sites - all charging an additional fee for
removal. The issue of mug shots online was one that I have encountered with other
clients and one that I find to be particularly frustrating for my clients to deal with. I
found myself advising this client that he should write the legislature and ask them
for help. He was hesitant to attach his name to the issue for fear it would draw
additional attention to a situation he already was embarrassed about. So I wrote a

letter to Mitch Greenlick myself, and as a result I am here today.

I drafted the first version of HB 3467 because when local law enforcement
agencies publish mug shots on the Internet they, perhaps unwittingly, are
supporting this industry that charges individuals a fee to remove their mug shot. It
can literally cost a person thousands of dollars to clean up their online reputation
after an arrest. This isn’t right. It is extortion.

At present, local law enforcement agencies may, at their discretion, post mug
shots on their local sheriff or county website along with a list of charges for which
the individual was arrested. The practice of posting these images is not uniform
across Oregon. For example, Multnomah County automatically posts these images,
whereas Washington County makes them available only upon request and for a fee

{$4.00) charged to the public for a copy. Because Washington County doesn’t post



mug shots, peaple in Washington County aren’t subject to these predatory

businesses.

[t is important to recognize that often times an individual may be arrested
and their case may later be dismissed by means of prosecutor discretion (e.g. no
complaint} or by acquittal after trial, etc. Nonetheless, the image of their arrest will
exist online. The presence of these online images {records associated with arrest),
because of their dissemination on the Internet, can then no longer effectively be

sealed as part of the expunction process as laid out in ORS 137.225 et seq.

HB 3467, as written, would eliminate the profit model for these businesses
and protect Oregonians from their predatory practice of extorting a fee for removal
of these images. This legislation is not aimed at limiting access to information
associated with arrested persons, nor is its goal to limit the press’ access to images
associated with arrest. Rather, this bill represents a necessary measure to protect
Oregonians from extortion and to eliminate the current reality that any arrest,
regardless of the outcome, remains online forever.

If the practice of posting images associated with arrest online must continue
by local law enforcement agencies, HB 3467, as amended would certainly go a long
way toward protecting individuals who's charges were dismissed, not charged, or
expunged from falling prey to these predatory practices. Nevertheless, 1 think it
would be appropriate for local law enforcement agencies to at least consider the

impact that posting images online has on those arrested in their communities.

Ryan Anfuso
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Unpablish Mugshot

Unpublish (Un-pub-lish): To make & specified and existing published content “publicly unavailable’
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4PORTANT: LookWhoGotBusted.com is NOT affiliated with any other website or print publication except FueArrestado.com. By purchasing
1stom removal service; you acknowledge that YOU FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT YOUR PURCHASE ONLY COVERS REMOVAL OF POSTS FROM
sokWheoGotBusted.com and FueArrestado.com: mxn.ﬁmmcmmﬁ AND NOT FROM ANY OTHER SITES OR PUBLICATIONS AND NOT RESULTS FROM
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