AprilH,2013 I

To:"Chair Sen. Arnie Roblan and \/Iembcx of the Oregon Semte Committee on Rur al ’
- Communities and Economic Dewlopmem :
.~ Re: SB841 -

My name if Dick Ponzi. 1 reside at 22230 laqmth Road. Newberg. 1 am here today to
give testimony on SB 841 and have submitted my written comments. 1 represent Ponzi
Vineyards, one Oregon’s first wineries, established in 1970. We started our vineyards
from the original plantmcrs of 12 acres. Today we own and farm 125 acres in addition to
managing an additional 30 acres. This expansion thlouqh the years has allowed s to
g distribute to 45 states and several foreign markets. Together, with a few other wineries,
‘this growth has brought national’ attention to Oregon and accompanymo major
contributions to the Oregon economy '

The growth and flm establishment of the Oxeg,on wine mdusny has also broughl
concerns regarding the impact on farmland and privileges of wineries. SB 841 in part
addresses.some of the issues in a fair and balanced way. My concern is that SB 841 deals .
with 1 1ssues of permitted activities.of wmeues butinhibits potential expansion of smaller -
wineries. Cmrently there are over 450 Oregon wineries of which 80%" were started on
small palcels with at least 15 acres ofvmeyaxds SB 841 denies these wineries the
opportunity of expansion unless they-have additional a adjacent t land for growth...even if
those wineries own hundreds of acres of vmeyeuds not adjacent to the Wmery site!
. ‘Obviously this restriction discourages. expanswn While the Oregon wine industry’s
economiic conmbutlon to the state is now substantial, it is minuscule compared to the
. world wine marKet. 1 am proposing a minor, but extr emely significant, modification to
SB 841 to correct the situation of denyma opponumty and instead allow growth to -
continue, = 4 L A
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[ suggesta change to Section 2 (1b) to réad:" '

(D) owns a 40 acre sute W1th a minimum of 15 acre \mevard and havi ing OWl’lel‘Shlp
of at least 40 acres additional planted v ineyard i in Oregon but not adJacent to the
wmen o ‘ o L

This correction would not impact agricultural activity; it supports Oregon’s land use
» concepts and allows controlled production‘ growth for m'anv of Oregon’s wineries.
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. Thank you for the oppmtunny Lo testxf\ befme thls commlttee todav I would be happy
1o aSSlSI in any further dlS(.LlSSlODS

Respectfully submltted bv Dick Pona : -
303 628.1227 503.341. 4371 11p@ponziwines.com -



