
LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

 

 173.710 Legislative Administration Committee and office of Legislative 

Administrator established. The Legislative Administration Committee hereby is established as 

a joint committee of the Legislative Assembly. The committee shall select a Legislative 

Administrator who shall serve at the pleasure of the committee and under its direction. [1969 

c.620 §1; 1971 c.638 §8] 

 

 173.720 Duties of Legislative Administrator. (1) Pursuant to the policies and directions 

of the Legislative Administration Committee, the Legislative Administrator shall: 

 (a) Coordinate administrative operations of the Legislative Assembly in order to ensure 

efficient work flow. 

 (b) Develop standard formats for legislative manuals and interim committee reports. 

 (c) Review legislative organization, rules and procedure in cooperation with the 

Legislative Counsel with the intent of modernizing legislative operations. 

 (d) Conduct a continuing study of possible applications of technological changes and 

improvements, such as data processing and electronic equipment, to improve legislative 

procedures, and when considered advisable, make recommendations to adopt such applications. 

 (e) Arrange for and coordinate orientation conferences for members of the Legislative 

Assembly that shall include, but need not be limited to, education about recycling programs 

available in the State Capitol. 

 (f) Study and make recommendations on legislative compensation and working 

conditions. 

 (g) Control all space and facilities within the State Capitol and such other space as is 

assigned to the Legislative Assembly. 

 (h) Direct renovation and repair of the State Capitol, renovation, repair and replacement 

of State Capitol fixtures and facilities, and artistic and other aesthetic improvements to the State 

Capitol and adjacent areas. 

 (i) Exercise continuing supervision, coordination and support of clerical and 

administrative services to legislative interim committees, including consideration of adequacy of 

staff and administrative services for such committees. 

 (j) Perform administrative service functions for the Legislative Assembly, including but 

not limited to accounting, data processing, personnel administration, printing, supply, space 

allocation and property management. 

 (k) Provide research facilities and services to members of the Legislative Assembly and 

committees thereof. 

 (L) Arrange for the printing and distribution of legislative manuals and interim committee 

reports. 

 (m) Establish fee schedules for legislative measures, calendars, indexes and digests. 

 (n) Coordinate the use of legislative supplies, materials, equipment and other property by 

legislative interim committees and by standing committees of the Legislative Assembly. 

 (2) Pursuant to the policies and directions of the Legislative Administration Committee, 

the Legislative Administrator may enter into contracts to carry out the functions of the 

Legislative Administrator. [1969 c.620 §3; 1971 c.638 §9; 1977 c.121 §2; 1997 c.552 §28; 1997 

c.817 §1; 1999 c.207 §3; 2001 c.158 §3] 

 



 173.730 Committee membership; status; term; chairperson. (1) The Legislative 

Administration Committee shall consist of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 

President of the Senate, members of the House appointed by the Speaker and members of the 

Senate appointed by the President. The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the 

President of the Senate may each designate an alternate from time to time from among the 

members of the house over which that person presides to exercise the powers, except as 

cochairperson, as a member of the committee. No more than three House members of the 

committee shall be of the same political party. No more than three Senate members of the 

committee shall be of the same political party. 

 (2) The committee has a continuing existence and may meet, act and conduct its business 

during sessions of the Legislative Assembly or any recess thereof, and in the interim period 

between sessions. 

 (3) The term of a member shall expire upon the date of the convening of the odd-

numbered year regular session of the Legislative Assembly next following the commencement of 

the member’s term. When a vacancy occurs in the membership of the committee in the interim 

between odd-numbered year regular sessions, until such vacancy is filled, the membership of the 

committee shall be deemed not to include the vacant position for the purpose of determining 

whether a quorum is present and a quorum is a majority of the remaining members. 

 (4) The presiding officers shall act as cochairpersons and may alternate at succeeding 

meetings as presiding chairperson of the committee and vice chairperson thereof. The 

cochairpersons, jointly or singly, may, in addition to other acts authorized, approve voucher 

claims. 

 (5) The committee may not transact business unless a quorum is present. A quorum 

consists of a majority of committee members from the House of Representatives and a majority 

of committee members from the Senate. 

 (6) Action by the committee requires the affirmative vote of a majority of committee 

members from the House of Representatives and a majority of committee members from the 

Senate. [1969 c.620 §2; 1971 c.638 §10; 1975 c.530 §5; 1977 c.121 §3; 2007 c.790 §5; 2011 

c.545 §11] 

 

 173.740 Employment of staff; compensation and expenses of staff; staff prohibited 

from influencing legislation. (1) Subject to the approval of the Legislative Administration 

Committee, the Legislative Administrator may employ and fix the compensation of such 

assistants and clerks as the Legislative Administrator finds necessary for the effective conduct of 

the work under the charge of the Legislative Administrator. 

 (2) The Legislative Administration Committee shall fix the annual salary of the 

Legislative Administrator. 

 (3) Neither the Legislative Administrator nor any employee of the committee shall 

oppose, urge or attempt to influence any measure pending before the Legislative Assembly. 

 (4) Subject to the limitations otherwise provided by law for the expenses of state officers, 

the Legislative Administrator and members of the staff of the Legislative Administrator shall be 

reimbursed for all actual and necessary expenses incurred in performing their duties. [1969 c.620 

§4] 

 

 173.750 Effect of expiration of terms of committee members. The expiration of the 

terms of members of the Legislative Administration Committee upon the convening of the 



Legislative Assembly in the odd-numbered year regular session next following the 

commencement of their terms, as provided in ORS 173.730, does not affect the employment of 

any individual filling a position previously approved by the committee. After the convening of 

the odd-numbered year regular session of the Legislative Assembly and until such time as the 

newly appointed committee provides otherwise, the Legislative Administrator may employ and 

fix the compensation of individuals the Legislative Administrator deems necessary for the 

effective conduct of the work under the charge of the Legislative Administrator. [1969 c.620 §5; 

2011 c.545 §12] 

 

 173.760 Advisory committees; compensation and expenses. (1) The Legislative 

Administration Committee from time to time may appoint such advisory committees consisting 

of members of the Legislative Assembly and others as are necessary to assist the committee in 

carrying out its functions as provided by law. 

 (2) A member of an advisory committee who is a member of the Legislative Assembly 

shall be entitled to receive the per diem specified in ORS 171.072 from funds appropriated to the 

Legislative Assembly for each day of performance of duties as an advisory committee member. 

Other members are entitled to compensation and expenses as provided in ORS 292.495. 

Expenses incurred under this section are payable from funds appropriated or otherwise available 

to the Legislative Administration Committee. [1977 c.121 §4; 1987 c.879 §4] 

 

 173.763 Electronic distribution of information; no fee for distribution; reservation 

of copyright and other proprietary interest. (1)(a) The Legislative Administration Committee 

in conjunction with the Legislative Counsel Committee shall, with the advice of the President of 

the Senate, through the Secretary of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

through the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives, make all of the following information 

available to the public and members of the Legislative Assembly in electronic form: 

 (A) The legislative calendar, the schedule of legislative committee hearings, a list of 

matters pending on the floors of both houses of the Legislative Assembly and a list of the 

committees of the Legislative Assembly and their members. 

 (B) The text of each bill introduced in each current legislative session, including each 

amended and enrolled form of the bill. 

 (C) The bill history of each bill introduced and amended in each current legislative 

session. 

 (D) The bill status of each bill introduced and amended in each current legislative 

session. 

 (E) All vote information concerning each bill in each current legislative session. 

 (F) Any veto message concerning a bill in each current legislative session. 

 (G) The Oregon Constitution. 

 (H) All Oregon Laws enacted on and after September 9, 1995. 

 (I) The Constitution of the United States. 

 (b) The Legislative Administration Committee, in its discretion, may make available in 

electronic form to the public and members of the Legislative Assembly staff measure summaries 

for each bill in a current legislative session. 

 (2)(a) The information identified in subsection (1) of this section shall be made available 

to the public through the largest nonproprietary, nonprofit cooperative public computer network. 

The information shall be made available in one or more formats and by one or more means in 



order to provide the general public in this state with the greatest feasible access. Any person who 

accesses the information may access all or any part of the information. The information may also 

be made available by any other means that would facilitate public access to the information. 

 (b) Except as provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection, the Legislative Administration 

Committee shall determine the most cost-effective formats and procedures for the timely release 

of the information in electronic form. 

 (c) Pursuant to ORS 171.275, the Legislative Counsel Committee, in its discretion, may 

authorize the release of the text of Oregon Revised Statutes in electronic form. 

 (3) Any documentation that describes the electronic digital formats of the information 

identified in subsection (1) of this section and is available to the public shall be made available 

through the computer network specified in subsection (2) of this section. 

 (4) Personal information concerning a person who accesses the information identified in 

subsection (1) of this section may be maintained only for the purpose of providing service to the 

person. 

 (5) No fee or other charge may be imposed by the Legislative Administration Committee 

as a condition of accessing the information identified in subsection (1) of this section through the 

computer network specified in subsection (2) of this section. 

 (6) No action taken pursuant to this section shall be deemed to alter or relinquish any 

copyright or other proprietary interest or entitlement of the State of Oregon relative to any of the 

information made available pursuant to subsection (1) or (2)(c) of this section. [1995 c.614 §3; 

2001 c.45 §7] 

 

 173.766 Electronic mail address; website. (1) The Legislative Administration 

Committee shall make available to each member of the Legislative Assembly an electronic mail 

address accessible by Oregonians through the largest nonproprietary, nonprofit cooperative 

public computer network. 

 (2) All state agencies shall cooperate with the Legislative Administration Committee in 

the implementation of subsection (1) of this section and ORS 171.795, 173.763 and 183.365. 

 (3) If the Legislative Administration Committee makes available to each member of the 

Legislative Assembly a webpage on the website of the Legislative Assembly, employees of the 

committee shall post material on a member’s webpage or install or maintain links from the 

member’s webpage to other websites in the manner directed by the member. If the posting of 

material or installation or maintenance of a link results in a violation of law: 

 (a) The member who directed the posting of material or installation or maintenance of the 

link is liable for the violation; and 

 (b) An employee of the committee who posts the material or installs or maintains the link 

at the direction of a member is not liable for the violation. 

 (4) Subsection (3) of this section does not authorize the posting of material or the 

installation or maintenance of any link that is prohibited by any other law. [1995 c.614 §4; 2007 

c.775 §1] 

 

 173.770 Rules regarding fees for services and obtaining copyrights and patents. (1) 

The Legislative Administration Committee may adopt rules to carry out its duties under statute 

or legislative rules or directives, including setting and collecting fees for facilities and services 

and obtaining copyrights and patents on copyrightable or patentable materials developed, 

published or produced by committee staff. 



 (2) Rules adopted under authority of this section are not rules within the meaning of ORS 

chapter 183 and are not subject to review under ORS 183.710 to 183.725. However, the 

Legislative Administration Committee shall give reasonable notice of its intent to adopt rules and 

conduct a hearing open to the public before adopting any rule. 

 (3) As used in this section, “rule” means any directive, standard or statement of general 

application that implements or interprets the duties of the Legislative Administration Committee 

and includes amendment or repeal of a prior rule but does not include internal management 

directives or statements relating to committee business between committee members or between 

committee members and committee staff or between committee staff. [1979 c.740 §2] 

 

 173.780 Sale or lease of data processing programs, materials and information. 
Subject to the approval of the Legislative Administration Committee, the Legislative 

Administrator may cause to be sold, leased or otherwise made available data processing 

programs, information or materials developed by committee staff to any agency or legislative 

body of any state or the federal government under such terms and conditions as may be agreed to 

by the committee and the agencies. Moneys collected under this section shall be credited to the 

General Fund and are available for general governmental purposes. [1979 c.740 §1; 2005 c.22 

§121] 

 

 173.785 Capitol gift shop; bidding; use of profits. (1) The Legislative Administration 

Committee directly or by contract may establish a gift shop in the Capitol to provide for the retail 

sale of Oregon products approved for sale by the committee. Wholesale purchase of such 

products is not subject to competitive bidding. 

 (2) All net profits from sales described in subsection (1) of this section shall be applied to 

exceptional and otherwise unbudgeted maintenance expenses and other expenses incurred for 

enhancement and restoration of the Capitol and are continuously appropriated therefor. [1983 

c.444 §5] 

 

 173.790 Stores Revolving Account; Property and Supplies Stores Account. (1) There 

is established for the Legislative Administration Committee a Stores Revolving Account. The 

committee may pay for rent, staff, stocks of supplies, materials, equipment and fixtures used 

under ORS 173.785 from the Stores Revolving Account for the purpose of supplying current 

requirements, the cost of which shall be reimbursed to the revolving account through receipts on 

the basis of sales. The moneys in the Stores Revolving Account are appropriated continuously to 

the committee for the purposes of this subsection. 

 (2) Quarterly any amount in the Stores Revolving Account in excess of $30,000 shall be 

transferred and credited to the State Capitol Operating Account established under ORS 276.003, 

to be accounted for separately and to be used as provided in ORS 173.785 (2). The use shall be 

considered to be an operating and maintenance expense of the State Capitol. 

 (3) There is established for the Legislative Administration Committee a Property and 

Supplies Stores Account. The committee may pay for rent, staff, stocks of supplies, materials, 

equipment and fixtures used to provide supplies for resale to tenants of the State Capitol from the 

Property and Supplies Stores Account for the purpose of supplying current requirements, the cost 

of which shall be reimbursed to the account through receipts on the basis of sales. The moneys in 

the Property and Supplies Stores Account are appropriated continuously to the committee for the 

purposes of this subsection. [1983 c.444 §6; 1987 c.704 §1; 2003 c.734 §22] 



 


