March 25, 2013

‘Representative Mitch-Greenlick, Chair
Représentafive Alisa Keny-Guyer, Vice-Chair
‘Représentative Jim Thompson, Vice-Chair
House Health Cars Comnittes

Oregon Legislative Assembly

Re: HB 3407
Dear Chait Greenlick, Vice-Chairs Keny-Guyer and Thértipson, and Members of the Commities:

‘The State of Oregon is-at an important juhction in reforming the way we deliver health services and
improve the heaith of the population. It j s critical that we tdenttfy and train a workforce that can miore’
-efficleritly address roots causes.of disease and inequality. | served as. Director of the School of
‘Community Heaith at Portland State University, | am also'a member of the Board.of Directors for:the
Oregon Public Health Instifiite,-and | am-a Member of the Oregon Healthy Policy Board,

Itis my personal and professional opinion that Traditional Health Workefs (Community Health Workers,
‘Peer Weliness Specialists, Personal Health Navigators, and Doulas)-are a valued @nd essential
component.of Oregon's HealthrCars Transformation. | believe that thesé compleme rifary-wiotkers are
cructai for the success of healthcare transformiation as they supportthe Triple Aim of betier care, befter
health outcomes, and lowered costs,

I supportthe principle that Traditional Health Werkers:shiould inform and shape: poliey regarding their own
pr,ofessi@m; We believethat a diverse:workiorce is-essential fo ensuiing 2 healthy Qregon for all

Health qukers in creat{ng p,ai;_.cy far the:r own. profes_ason,

nYours for gie'at‘th;

Carlos J. Céspo, DiPH



