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Oregon should stop dragging out air permlt for coal facullty
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Gov. John Kitzhaber-and his Washington:state counterpart Jay Inslee teamed ip last menth on_a Ietter decrying

the exportatnon of u. S. coal, which is Iikely to increase in comlng years thanks Iargely to Asian energy emands.
"We cannot seriously take the position in international and national policymaking that we are a leader in
controlling greenhouse gas emissions,” the governors write, "without also examining how we will use and price the
world's largest proven coal reserves."”

While the I;et.t:e'r, sent to the Council on Environmental Quality in Washington, D.C., focuses on the federal ;
government'’s role in controlling exports, it notes that Cregon and Washington are reviewing permits for a number.
of shipping terminals. Lest anyone suspect that the governors' opposition to exports might affect.the handling of-.
these permlts Kitzhaber and Inslee in5|st that state "agencies are.committed.to a ngorous, fair and objective. -
process to review these applications, wlthln the scope of our respective authorities."
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That commitment to fairness doesn’t seem to be shared by Oregon's Department of Environmental Quality, at; .

least according to the people working on Ambre Energy’s Morrow Pacific project. Two days after the governors sent -
their letter to the CEQ, Morrow . Pacific president Clark Moseley sent g letter to the DEQ. In it, he argues that his
project "needs a permitting process. it can depend on -~ ene that does not change regularly in response to the. -
opposition of a minority.”

Hehasa pbint, and if Kitzhaber is serlous about the state's commitment to a fair proceés, he ought to tell the DEQ
ta step on the gas.

The perr;ﬂt in question covers emissions -~ coal dust, in this case - at a transloading.facility Ambre would fike tg ...
build on the Columbia River at the Port of Morrow. There, coal arriving ontralnswould bé fnovéd wifhih én
enclosed facility to barges.

The company submitted a permit application in February 2012 -- more than 13 months ago. The DEQ responded
fess than two weeks later by assuring Moseley that the facility didn't need a permit, a decision that_cleared the'
way for Morrow Pacific to begin construction. In mid-July, however, the DEQ suddenly changed course. .

"In our first review of the application," an agency official said in g July 12 letter, "DEQ did noi:;-. account for any
uncontrolled emissions from the temporary storage of coal at the facility." The letter acknowledged the




"oversight," apologized, requested a new application and promised to "make every effort to issue a permit as
expeditiously as possible taking into consideration our legal obligations for public participation.” ;

Why did it take so Iong for DEQ to change couyse? "1 don't know "
says DEQ spokeswoman Joanie Stevens-Schwenger.,
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In any case, the DEQ held a trio of public meetings late last year
- and, as one might expeact, received thousands of comments. As a
resuit of the sheer volume, "we're still evaluating all the public -
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covered barges to carry coal from the new terminal to the Port of
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All of therr deserve'to be frustratéd; Ambre in-particular. The éo'rﬁpan'\/,"aétlhg"‘i‘rii"g‘ood' faith, appiied fora i‘J‘érmitf'}-" '
well over & year age, only to be'whipsawed by the DEQ and bogged down i process. Meanwhile; thie governdeis™ v
petitioning the federal government to clamp down on coal exports. If Ambre officials suspectéd that state officials;”
ideologically opposed to coal use, were trying to induce a fatal episode of deal-fatigue, could you blame them?
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People are opposed to Ambre's project for a number of reasons. Some, like the governor, worry about greénfiouse
gas erpissions and other pollution Others worry about barge trafF c, though Ambre S pro]ect wili simpiy push traff‘ c '
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However, the elusive air quality permit isn't intended to respond to such larger concerns, says Marcia Danab; piiblic
affairs specialist for the DEQ's Northwest region office, The issue is coal dust, and the DEQ shouldn't need 13
months'to figure out whether the pro]ect exceeds state standards Nonetheless, the c[ock is still running
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This would be & good time for Kitzhaber to demonstrate his commitment to'a fair Procasg, ! ¥l e



