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RULE CAPTION
Designates and explains general production and restricted districts for Brassica spp. (includes rapeseed/canola) production.
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RULE SUMMARY

These rules define control areas for Brassica spp. including rapeseed and provide regulations that will be applicable to the
seeding and growing of rapeseed for any purpose in a general production area and protected districts. The rules are designed to
recognize a farmers’ right to grow their choice of product while balancing potential conflicts that may emerge with other producers
because of cross-pollination, disease, pests, and volunteer plants. The rules designate areas of Oregon that will be classified as
protected districts and Brassica spp. production will be restricted by rules that are specific to each protected district. All land not in
a protected district will be regulated as general production area. Oregon has designated four protected districts.

Within the Willamette Valley Protected District best management practices apply to all Brassica spp. except for vegetable
brassicas grown as a vegetable crop. Within the Willamette Valley Protected District, the Department has described a Rapeseed
Exclusion Zone in which growing rapeseed is prohibited. Rapeseed production is allowed within the Willamette Valley Protected
District only outside of the Rapeseed Exclusion Zone and then only up to a combined cumulative total acreage cap of 2,500 acres
per production year. In addition, rapeseed may only be grown pursuant to a rapeseed production contract with the Oregon
Department of Agriculture (ODA).

The Central Oregon Protected District consists of Crook, Deschutes, and Jefferson counties. Rapeseed production will
require a research permit. Rapeseed fields must be isolated by at least three miles, and the location must be recorded at the
appropriate Oregon State University County Extension office. Farming practices must manage plant disease, pests, and volunteer
plants.



The Northeast Oregon Protected District consists of Baker, Union, and Wallowa counties, except for the following part of
Wallowa County, which is designated as a general production area: Township 4N, Range 43E; Township 4N Range 44E;
Township 4N, Range 45E; Township 5N, Range 43E; Township 5N, Range 44E; and Township SN, Range 45E; and the portions
of Township 6N, Range 43E; Township 6N, Range 44E; and Township 6N, Range 45E that are located within Oregon’s borders.
Rapeseed production is allowed, but is subject to certain requirements. The required isolation distance will be at least two miles,
and all fields must be recorded at the appropriate Oregon State University County Extension Office. Farming practices must
manage plant disease, pests, and volunteer plants.

The Malheur/Idaho Protected District consists of a three-mile wide strip of land along the Idaho border from the point
where Payette County, Idaho’s northern border intersects Malheur County’s eastern border, south to the point where Highway 95
crosses the Oregon border. Rapeseed is prohibited in the Malheur/Idaho Protected District.

Production contracts for rapeseed production in the Willamette Valley Protected District may be entered into with ODA.
Variances in the Willamette Valley Protected District may be obtained from ODA. Research permits may be issued by ODA if an
accredited university is involved. ODA will maintain specified records of rapeseed fields. ODA has the authority to seek injunctive
relief and seek summary destruction of any Brassica spp. that violates any rules or the terms of a production contract, variance, or
research permit.
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