Why Broaden Oregon’s Gas Tax Distribution?

Association of Oregon Rail and Transit Advocates (A0ORTA), 2013

AORTA supports HJR 9, placing before voters the opportunity to change the Oregon
Constitution to allow the use of revenue from taxes on motor vehicles and fuel to be
used for intercity passenger rail, public transit, and bicycle and pedestrian facilities in
addition to its use for roads.

This proposal could:

Provide state matching funds for high-speed rail in Oregon

Provide funds for bicycle and pedestrian facilities outside of road right-of-ways
Provide funds for intercity bus service, especially in rural areas

Provide alternative transportation options for those who cannot drive

Reduce demand on the state lottery for funding Connect Oregon IV

Reduce demand on the highway network

Reduce traffic congestion

Reduce oil consumption

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions

AORTA has long advocated this constitutional amendment. In 1994, an AORTA affiliate,
Oregonians for Effective Transportation (OFCET), mounted a campaign to bring this issue to the
ballot. Attached are two documents which were generated in support of that effort. Many of the
arguments presented in 1994 are even more compelling in 2013.



WE NTED YOUR HELP . . .

to put a constitutional amendment on the November 1994 ballot that would remove the
bias that favors highways over transit, rail and bicycle projects.

State revenues from motor vehicle taxes and fees can only be used for highways, even though
other forms of transportation reduce traffic congestion, are safer, cleaner, more energy efficient,
more supportive of desired land use and use fewer tax dollars. '

This is a big job. Over a hundred thousand signatures must be collected throughout Oregon by
July 1994 to place this on the November general election ballot.

AMENDS CONSTITUTION: VEEICLE, FUEL TAXES USABLE TO
REDUCE TRAFFIC, POLLUTION

QUESTION: Shall Constitution permit using motor vehicle and fuel taxes for surface
transportation projects that reduce motor vehicle pollution or traffic?

SUMMARY: This measure would amend the Oregon Constitution. Under current
constitutional provisions, proceeds from taxes on motor vehicle fuel and taxes and fees
on motor vehicles may be used only for "construction, reconstruction improvement,
repair, maintenance, operation and use" of public highways and rest areas.

The measure would allow those funds also to be used for "surface transportation
projects,” such as certain bus, rail, bicycle and pedestrian projects, "which

reduce the traffic burden or pollution from motor vehicles on public roads."

Petitions will be ready in early August.

PLEASE fill out a volunteer card so we may contact you when the petitions are available. Take
several cards for friends and others who may be interested in volunteering. They may mail it to:

Oregonians for Cost Effective Transportation (OFCET)
317 SE 62nd Avenue ' '
Portland, Oregon 97215

Rational and cost-effective transportation develcpment is impossible as long as the lion's share of
our transportation taxes are locked up for highway use only. If Oregon is going to avoid
California and Washington-style gridlock, we need the funding flexibility this amendment will
provide. For more information call: 284-7182.

Oregonians For Cost Effective Transportation, Jean Staehli, Treasurer # 317 SE 62nd Ave ¢ Portland, OR 97215
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