Western Oregon

Dicar Represeniative Betty Komp and the members of the House of Representatives Bducation
Conmnitiee;

[ a1 writing as a constitucut to express my supporl for House Bill 3 264 and  am asking that you
also will support it in the legislature.

My e is Malissa Lavson and | am the Dircctor of Disability Scrvices al Westem Oregon
University, Western Urcgon University has been making geeat ¢ifors recently 1o be valuable
contributors to the 40-40-20 goal. In order to adequately address the barriers velaled to this goul,
Urcgon is poing to need to ostablish suppoits to ensure that students with disabilities have the
resources and 1ools necessary to succeed, This curficului is Just one siep loward helpmg prepare
students with disabilities 1o reach this erucial hbenchmark,

As a professional who has worked with people with disabilitics for over 14 years, | have
personally witnessed the paps that directly impact students who are on 1EPs and 504s heing
served under IDEA, In my current position in higher education mnd n my previous position us a
Wocational Rehabilitation counsclor these gaps are directly impacting sindems with disabilities
ini their transition after high school, Thebieve the HB 3264 will be a great step towards
rinimizing and hopetully d]mmmmg harriers 1o successinl tramsitions for students with
disabilities. Successful lransition into post high school Hile includes but s not linsited to support
for applying to higher education, securing gainful employment and/or achieving independent
living. 1amawarc mminﬁziﬁg the current barriers to successfol transition cannot be the
nmgmmm; ity of one proup o service. Tor this reason, §appreciate the ontstandinig work of
organizations such as InCight and the work thoy do which has such a sigailicant inpact on these
ERITLEN

1 both personally and professiopally support 118 3264 and 1 hope you will join me in doing so as
well.

Thank you for taking the time 1o read my Tetter and Tor laking the time Lo consider such a
valnable bill as HB 3264,

Sincerely,

Madisse B, Larson
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