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March	
  28,	
  2013	
  
	
  
To:	
  Co-­‐chairs	
  Edwards	
  and	
  Unger,	
  and	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Joint	
  Ways	
  and	
  Means	
  Natural	
  
Resources	
  Subcommittee	
  
	
  
RE:	
  Support	
  for	
  Oregon	
  Water	
  Resources	
  Department	
  Budget,	
  SB	
  5547	
  

	
  

Co-­‐chairs	
  Edwards	
  and	
  Unger,	
  and	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  subcommittee:	
  

We	
  are	
  writing	
  to	
  voice	
  our	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  Oregon	
  Water	
  Resources	
  Department	
  (OWRD)	
  
budget,	
  SB	
  5547.	
  We	
  are	
  a	
  diverse	
  group	
  of	
  water	
  users,	
  conservation	
  groups,	
  municipalities	
  
and	
  water	
  stakeholders	
  with	
  a	
  common	
  goal:	
  to	
  advocate	
  for	
  common	
  sense	
  water	
  policies	
  
that	
  move	
  Oregon’s	
  economy,	
  communities,	
  and	
  environment	
  toward	
  a	
  secure	
  water	
  future.	
  	
  

With	
  the	
  adoption	
  of	
  Oregon’s	
  Integrated	
  Water	
  Resources	
  Strategy	
  in	
  2012,	
  now	
  is	
  the	
  time	
  
to	
  capitalize	
  on	
  momentum	
  and	
  enact	
  water	
  policy	
  for	
  Oregon	
  that	
  creates	
  jobs	
  to	
  help	
  grow	
  
our	
  economy,	
  keeps	
  our	
  cities	
  healthy,	
  strengthens	
  vital	
  agricultural	
  production,	
  and	
  protects	
  
and	
  enhances	
  our	
  environmental	
  assets.	
  We	
  all	
  agree	
  that	
  adequate	
  funding	
  for	
  OWRD	
  is	
  
essential	
  to	
  ensure	
  the	
  responsible	
  management	
  of	
  our	
  valuable	
  water	
  resources	
  to	
  meet	
  a	
  
diverse	
  array	
  of	
  needs.	
  	
  

Water	
  is	
  the	
  lifeblood	
  of	
  Oregon’s	
  economy	
  and	
  environment,	
  and	
  OWRD	
  is	
  the	
  state	
  agency	
  
in	
  charge	
  of	
  making	
  sure	
  it	
  is	
  properly	
  allocated	
  and	
  managed.	
  Unfortunately,	
  OWRD’s	
  share	
  
of	
  critically	
  important	
  General	
  Fund	
  dollars	
  has	
  been	
  shrinking	
  for	
  several	
  years.	
  	
  As	
  a	
  result,	
  
OWRD	
  now	
  receives	
  0.15%	
  of	
  the	
  total	
  General	
  Fund	
  to	
  carry	
  out	
  its	
  vitally	
  important	
  mission.	
  

These	
  funding	
  declines	
  have	
  a	
  direct	
  impact	
  on	
  the	
  ability	
  of	
  cities,	
  farms	
  and	
  industries	
  to	
  
access	
  water,	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  availability	
  of	
  good	
  scientific	
  data	
  to	
  understand	
  how	
  and	
  when	
  
water	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  without	
  harming	
  the	
  fish	
  and	
  wildlife	
  that	
  also	
  depend	
  on	
  Oregon’s	
  streams	
  
and	
  rivers.	
  	
  

While	
  we	
  believe	
  the	
  vital	
  services	
  provided	
  by	
  OWRD	
  should	
  be	
  funded	
  through	
  an	
  equitable	
  
combination	
  of	
  fees,	
  General	
  Fund	
  and	
  other	
  sources,	
  the	
  reality	
  today	
  is	
  that	
  OWRD	
  is	
  highly	
  
dependent	
  on	
  General	
  Fund	
  dollars	
  to	
  accomplish	
  its	
  mission.	
  	
  Accordingly	
  we	
  urge	
  you	
  to	
  
increase	
  funding	
  for	
  the	
  Department	
  this	
  biennium	
  as	
  a	
  first	
  step	
  toward	
  re-­‐investing	
  in	
  our	
  
state’s	
  water	
  future.	
  	
  

	
  Sincerely,	
  

The	
  Freshwater	
  Trust	
   	
   	
   	
   League	
  of	
  Oregon	
  Cities	
  

The	
  Nature	
  Conservancy	
   	
   	
   	
   Oregon	
  Association	
  of	
  Nurseries	
  

Oregon	
  Environmental	
  Council	
   	
   	
   Oregon	
  Water	
  Resources	
  Congress	
  

Special	
  Districts	
  Association	
  of	
  Oregon	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  



March 22, 2013 

Kyle Gorman 

Region Manager - Oregon Water Resources Department 

kyle.g.gorman@state.or.us 

 

 

Senate Co-Chair Chris Edwards, (D-Eugene) ; House Co-Chair Ben Unger, (D-Hillsboro) 

 

Dear Kyle 

 

I wanted to take the time and thank you and everyone in your department at the State 

Water Masters Office in Bend Oregon. I have been in real estate for 25 years selling farm 

ranch properties in Central and Eastern Oregon. I have listed many properties over the 

years that have severe water right issues and your group has gracefully given me their 

time and their knowledge in wading through all the paper work. They have mapped out 

the correct acres and given me a chain of command that is easy for the Sellers/Buyers on 

how we got to those figures and what their water rights are and where they are located. 

They have always taken the time to meet with the Sellers/ Buyers and explain the 

process of the water rights issues that we are dealing with in a manner that we can easily 

follow and understand. When I come to the office or bring my clients to their office they 

have their computers ready and supply us with the correct information and maps and 

answer everyone’s concerns and questions, it is invaluable. 

Throughout the years I have worked with the State Department in Salem and they are 

great but they are too far away to provide the service and the hands on knowledge that 

your office provides. 

I deal in large farms and ranches and many of the owners don’t know the land use and 

water rights laws and they are under the assumption that if they have this water right 

they can apply this water right anywhere. I have had districts and areas that have never 

been mapped out. I have had priority water rights over priority water rights that need to 

be re mapped. I have had many realtors that do not understand supplemental water 

rights and list those as active priority water rights.  

 

mailto:kyle.g.gorman@state.or.us


David, Jeremy, Barb and you are always there to answer any questions or concerns that 

I or my clients and coworkers have and they have been an important tool in getting my 

job done correctly so there are not huge issues later. The tools they supply me with, in 

maps, certifications, permitted water rights, date of issue and knowledge on navigating 

your website is an invaluable tool that I use constantly. 

 

Again thank you and your examiners for everything you do. 

 

Sincerely  

 

Pamela Mayo Phillips 

Cascade Sotheby’s International Realty/ Farm Ranch Division 

Desert Valley Group 

541-480-1513 

www.desertvalleygroup.com 

Licensed Realtor in the State of Oregon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.desertvalleygroup.com/










The lClamath T rtbes 
T rtbal Counctl 

Senator Chris Edwards, Co-Chair 
Representative Ben Unger, Co-Chair 
Natural Resources Subcommittee 
Joint Ways and Means Committee 
Oregon State Legislature 

Dear Senator Edwards and Representative Unger: 

March 19,2013 

The Klamath Tribes have been participating in the Klamath Basin Water Adjudication for many 
decades. With the Final Order of Determination (FOD) issued earlier this month by the 
Adjudicator, water rights in the Klamath Basin are now enforceable for the first time. The FOD 
confirmed the instream water rights of the Klamath Tribes. We expect enforcement of water 
rights in the Klamath Basin to be a challenge for the Oregon Water Resources Department, 
especially in the first few years following the FOD, since there has been no prior enforcement. 

Therefore, the Klamath Tribes strongly support Package #203 in the Governor's Recommended 
Budget for 2013-2015, which would fund an Assistant Watermaster position in Klamath County. 
Please retain Package #203 in the Governor's budget. 

501 Chiloquin Blvd.- P.O. Box 436- Chiloquin, Oregon 

(s41) 783-2219- Fax (s41) 783-3706 

~ncerely, 

J ..JJLL~!)~ far 
Gary Frost 
Chairn1an 

















To Whom It May Concern: 

Ref:  OWRD Budget Concerns 

 

Water – One of Oregon’s most important 
natural resources.  If there is no water, there will be no 
food for everyone to enjoy.  We, as humans will be going 
on the endangered species lists. 

This department, OWRD is important. 
Therefore, all people in the State should contribute to the 
funding to keep OWRD going and not cut funds to this 
department and their management of water throughout 
the State. 

I support the funding to maintain the 
Watermaster’s office within Umatilla Basin. They help 
keep the calculation, correspondents, and future needs 
between all the water users in the Basin. 

The Umatilla Basin is one part of the State 
that needs more scientific monitoring on wells and surface 
water for future supplies that are being requested. 

Here in the Umatilla Basin the OWRD works 
hard on maintaining the rights and rule of Water Laws.  
Therefore, OWRD is very beneficial to everyone in this 
State. 

 

Thank You  
 
Ray Kopacz 

Manager of Stanfield Irrigation District 

Farm Land Owner 

Small Business owner in Hermiston OR. 
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DAVID E. FILIPPI

Direct (503) 294-9529
defilippi@stoel.comMarch 25, 2013

VIA HAND-DELIVERY AT HEARING

Senator Chris Edwards, Co-Chair
Representative Ben Unger, Co-Chair
Joint Ways and Means Subcommittee on Natural Resources
900 Court Street NE
Salem, OR 97301

Dear Senator Edwards and Representative Unger:

I am a partner with the law firm of Stoel Rives LLP. Since 1996, my practice has centered on
water rights and project permitting in Oregon, and I currently represent agricultural, industrial,
and municipal water users in nearly every basin within our state. I also represent a number of
irrigation districts and water delivery organizations throughout the state. That said, the views
expressed in this letter are solely my own. I am not writing on behalf of any particular client, nor
do I seek to express the views of my clients.

I am writing in support of Senate Bill 5547 to underscore the vital economic functions performed
by the Oregon Water Resources Department (the “Department”). At a time when the state is
looking to both local governments and the private sector to engage in projects to rebuild and
stimulate our economy, failing to adequately fund the Department could slow or even eliminate
the ability of the state to timely and efficiently approve and permit projects. Such a choice is
counterproductive.

Whether the Department is being asked to process applications for new water rights, water right
transfers (that propose to change the authorized type or place of use of water), allocations of
conserved water (that propose to return water instream and potentially free up water for new
projects), new storage projects, or municipal water management and conservation plans, the
Department’s review and public approval process is necessary and essential to public and private
sector investment in our state. Proposed projects typically reviewed by the Department range the
full spectrum of projects, from the licensing of new hydroelectric operations, to the construction
of new industrial facilities, to the development of new municipal supplies, to the piping and
lining of irrigation ditches, to simple changes in the irrigation of one field to another. But the
common thread for all of these projects is that they involve the use or delivery of water, and they



Senator Chris Edwards, Co-Chair
Representative Ben Unger, Co-Chair
March 25, 2013
Page 2
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all require careful and review by the Department. Simply put, sufficient staffing and timely
processing are vital to Oregon businesses, farms, and industries.

If there were ever a direct link between the funding of a key state agency like the Department
and the potential for new investments of capital and the creation of new jobs (for both
construction and the continued operation and maintenance of existing projects), this is it. As I
am personally involved in many such projects, I urge the Subcommittee to consider the
Department’s vital role in stimulating the state’s economy and support Senate Bill 5547.

Very truly yours,

David E. Filippi





Walla Walla River Irrigation District 
323 Evans Street, P.O. Box 248 
Milton‐Freewater, OR 97862 

541‐938‐0144 
wwrid@qwestoffice.net 

 
 

Senator Chris Edwards, Co‐Chair 
Ways and Means Natural Resources Subcommittee 
900 Court Street NE, S‐405 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Dear Honorable Senator,              March 22, 2013 
 
The Walla Walla River Irrigation District would like to take the opportunity to express our support for the 
Oregon Water Resources Department budget, with the exception of Package #108. Package #108 relies 
on the passage of SB 217 which would implement a water right certificate fee for every water holder in 
the state of Oregon. While the Walla Walla River Irrigation District does not categorically oppose a water 
right fee, we do oppose the fee as proposed in SB 217. 
 
The Walla Walla River Irrigation District has enjoyed a long, cooperative relationship with the Oregon 
Water Resource Department staff in Umatilla County. The Umatilla Basin and Walla Walla Basin are 
quite unique in that we have faced our water challenges head on, addressing the needs of farmers and 
fish. We have been the leaders in cooperative conservation in Oregon and have been successful in large 
part to our close working relationship with the Oregon Water Resources Department staff.  
 
Sincerely, 
Teresa Kilmer 
District Manager 
Walla Walla River Irrigation District 

1 

mailto:wwrid@qwestoffice.net

	Table of Contents
	7 - Stakeholders
	Cascade Sotheby's International Realty, Farm Ranch Division
	Central Oregon Cities Organization
	Desert Valley Group, Cascade Sotheby's International Realty
	GSI Water Solutions, Inc.
	The Klamath Tribes
	Klamath Water Users Association
	Marten Law
	Oregon Association of Water Utilities
	Oregon Water Utilities Council
	Stanfield Irrigation District
	Stoel Rives, LLP
	Umatilla Basin Water Commission
	Walla Walla River Irrigation District

