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Why was the Parents 
Representation Program Started?

 1999 Report for Legislature:  State of 
Parents’ Attorneys
◦ Excessive Caseloads, Low Pay
◦ Little Time to Communicate with Parents or 

Help them Engage
◦ Frequent Continuances & Case Delays



OPD Parents Representation 
Program

 Pilot 2000-2005
 Expanded to 2/3 of state--6,700 Open 

Cases by 2007



Key to the Program

 Caseload standard of 80 cases per full-
time attorney



Standards

 Counselor-at-Law
◦ Having Enough Time for Open, Frequent 

Attorney-Client Communication
 Services & Visitation
◦ Encourage Early Engagement
◦ Enforce Services Availability
◦ Advocate for Visitation

 Case Advocacy
◦ Preparing Cases Timely 
◦ Avoiding Continuances
◦ OPD Social Workers



Impacts

 Better outcomes for children
 Better outcomes for families
 Better fiscal outcomes for the state



Evaluations and Data

2010 and 2011 OPD and Washington State 

Center for Court Research Data
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Impacts on Foster Care Caseload
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