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Chair Doherty, Members of the Committee:

For the record, my name is Jeff Anderson and | am the Secretary-Treasurer of United Food and
Commercial Workers (UFCW) Local 555. | appreciate the opportunity to speak with you
regarding HB2398, which would ban self-checkout sales of alcohol and tobacco. The members
of UFCW Local 555 urge you to support HB2398.

A recent study by the Community Economic Development Clinic at the University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA) and the Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy clearly shows the problem
addressed by HB2398. The study participants conducted 97 visits to 34 grocery stores over a
period of two weeks in April, 2009. This is one of several recent studies that found concerns
with alcohol and tobacco sales through self-checkout. The study notes that in all, participants
were able to override the systems or purchase alcohol without an employee’s assistance in 19
times out of 97 attempts (20% of attempts).

In Oregon, the impact of these statistics on the members of UFCW Local 555 is personal and
widespread. As enforcement “stings” are conducted by local law enforcement officials — not the
underfunded Oregon Liquor Control Commission (OLCC) — members lose their jobs over even
one infraction or mistake in selling alcohol or tobacco through self-checkouts. This is a death
sentence in labor law as our current statutes clearly assign legal liability to the individual clerk.

This is a national issue and a growing problem. Similar legislation to ban alcohol and tobacco
sales through self-checkouts has been approved in California and is being considered in
numerous other states, including Washington.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to speak with you today. | would be happy to answer
any questions.

Jeff Anderson
Secretary-Treasurer
UFCW Local 555

Dan Clay, President United Food and Commercial Workers Union, Local 555
Jeff Anderson, Secretary-Treasurer 7095 SW Sandburg Street »+ PO Box 23555 - Tigard, Oregon 97281-3555
® <o Office (503) 684-2822 » Fax (503) 620-3816 « (800) 452-UFCW « www.ufcw555.com






Self-Checkout:

Is It Reliable for
Selling Alcohol?

Community Economic Development Clinic
at the University of California, Los Angeles

Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy
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