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Re: Support for SB 1513 removing the sunset on split season in-
stream leasing

65 SW Yamhill Street, Suite 200

Portiand, Oregon 97204 On behalf of the Board of Directors and more than 2,000 members members
503 222.9091 MAIN 01 ICT from across the state, The Freshwater Trust (TFT) urges passing SB 1513. As
www.thefreshwatertrust.org the nation's first water trust, TFT represents a broad group of stakeholders who

support conservation efforts that benefit agriculture by engaging in coopera-

tive, market-based actions that strengthen local economies and the environ-
SRS T Y gt RS L ment. We are writing to express our support of SB 1513 and the removal of

the 2014 sunset on Oregon's split season instream leasing law. Split season

instream leasing is a powerful tool to help balance instream and out-of-stream

BOARD OF DIRECTORS water needs. Under this provision, irrigators can divide their use of water

Pat Reiten, Co-Chairman between growing a crop and instream leasing—irrigating during the early sum-

Scott Sandbo, Co-Chairman mer when crop growth is most robust and dedicating water instream late in the

Hank Ashforth summer when fish need it most while keeping the water right intact.

Tim Boyle

Hietar Brosn When split season leasing was first enacted in 2001, the legislation included
1.Carlsen MD a sunset to provide time for the tool to be tested. The sunset was extended

once in 2007. The tool works and landowners increasingly see this as a way to
better manage their operation financially. Today, TFT and its landowner part-
ners as well as other conservation and agricultural interests across the state
have demonstrated the success of split season instream leasing. Over the

Daveachen
Scott Deniorest

Peter Doubleday

Z:vve:::e'v years, Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) has approved fourteen
o (14) split season leases protecting 25 cubic feet per second (cfs) instream,

PaulFortine and have an additional eight (8) applications for 10 cfs instream this year.

RemiyILabhe Based on this success and on the prospects for expanding the use of this

Davig Layrance tool in the coming years, the time has come to remove the sunset provision

Mafk Lang and make this a permanent feature of Oregon law. Simply put, landowners

Will Newhauser need time to plan. Removing the sunset will clear up lingering uncertainty

Janet Neuman that landowners may have about participating in split season instream leases

Tim O'Leary beyond 2014 while providing critical flows to endangered fish.

Michael Pohl

Bradley B Prebl In 2012, Oregon will debut its first Integrated Water Resources Strategy, the pri-

Brian Rice mary purpose of which is to balance instream and out-of-stream needs now and

Hadley Robbing in the future. Split season leasing is one of the very few tools that employs smart

Steve Shiopshire incentives to achieve this balance, and it and similar tools need to be expanded,

Meggins Tuehman allowing operators to make good financial choices that benefit the environment.
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The Freshwater Trustis a 501e)X3) non-profit
wrganization and its tix 1D is 93-0843521 The Freshwater Trust resulted from the merger of Oregon Trout and Oregon Water Trust.



