76th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2011 Regular Session MEASURE: SB 130A
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep. Weidner
House Committee on Transportation and Economic Development

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: Nofiscal impact

Action: Do Pass as Amended and Be Printed Engrossed

Vote 7-0-1
Yeas: Beyer, Nathanson, Sheehan, Smith J., Weidner, Bentz, Read
Nays: 0
Exc.: Lindsay

Prepared By: Zachary Rothmier, Administrator

M eeting Dates: 4127, 4129

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Adds green, yellow, flashing yellow, and red bicycle signals to list of traffic control
devices. Specifies the movements allowed for each of the new signals.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:
) Eliminates ambiguity in right turn right-of-way
) Does not negatively impact the overall flow of automobile traffic
) Safer for riders than a crossing turn lane

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: Adds a flashing yellow signal.

BACKGROUND: Bicycle traffic signals are traffic signals that specifically regulate bicycle traffic. They are sometimes
referred to as “bike heads”. Cyclists must obey the traffic signals just as vehicle operators must obey traffic signals. The
bicycle traffic signal uses the same colors as a regular traffic signal: green for go, yellow for yield, and red for stop. The
key difference between bicycle signals and conventional traffic signals is that the bicycle signals display a color-coded
symbol of a bicyclist instead of the conventional round-lens traffic signal. They are used primarily to reduce conflicts
between cyclists and motorists at existing signalized intersections.

The City of Portland began implementing bicycle-specific traffic lights in 2004. Currently, the City of Portland has six
intersections with bicycle-specific traffic lights. The Oregon Department of Transportation asserts that not proscribing
the appropriate response to this type of traffic control device in statute hinders their further implementation.
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This summary has not been adopted or officially endorsed by action of the committee.
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