76th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2011 Regular Session MEASURE: HIM 8
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep.Huffman
House Committee on Veterans Affairs

REVENUE: Norevenueimpact
FISCAL: Nofiscal impact

Action: Be Adopted

Vote 5-0-1
Yeas: Boone, Huffman, Matthews, Parrish, Esquivel
Nays: 0
Exc.: Witt

Prepared By: Jill Petty, Administrator

M eeting Dates: 3122, 3/29

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Urges Congress to require United States Armed Forces to investigate cultural
barriers and provide proposed solutions.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:
e Struggling service members are not seeking help
¢ Senior military commanders encourage service members to seek help
¢ Mid level commanders need to embrace policies of senior command

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: The 2009 Legislature passed Senate Bill 700 which created a Task Force on Veterans’ Reintegration
(Task Force) to submit recommendations to the Legislature. The Task Force’s findings showed that military culture
impeded reintegration by discouraging troops from self-identifying medical, emotional and psychological needs. The
Task Force recommended drafting a Joint Memorial urging Congress to have the Pentagon examine military cultural
barriers and draft recommendations to eliminate these barriers.
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This summary has not been adopted or officially endorsed by action of the committee.
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