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My name is John McElheran and | am a 5™ generation farmer in Wasco County, east of
the Cascade Mountains. We're fairly dry — our long term average rainfall is around 12°. So,
traditionally, Eastern Oregon dryland farmers have raised soft white wheat on half of their land
and left the other half fallow to be planted in alternate years, conserving moisture for the next
crop.

The last 10 to 15 years have seen a significant shift in the way we farm — away from
tillage -- Wasco County is now 90% No-Till. The move to No-Tilt cropping systems has
changed the way we farm. Wheat straw is no longer tilled into the soil, but is instead left
standing and the next crop is planted into the standing residue. On good crop years, the
residue loading can be significant which makes it difficult to plant crops the following year.
Therefore, residue management has become a top priority. Moisture is conserved from not
doing any tillage, providing a possible opportunity to plant two crops out of every three years.
This opportunity could provide an increase in whole farm productivity as well as help manage
residue loading by planting a low residue broadleaf crop between the high renidun whent erep
years.

| have tried several crons and rotations with limited success. Most do not do well with
our low rainfall, late freezes and hot summers. The latest crop that | have tested is Camelina
~ an oilseed that does tolerate our conditions and holds real promise for Oregon agriculture.
However, there is quite a bit of risk involved in growing thie new cron a= there are nao oroe
insurance programs yet in place and learning to grow a new crop to it's potential takes time.
Ths 'zaming curve for growing any new crop is steep and the level of risk is too great for most
farmers to accept.

Growers need a net return on a new crop that is similar to what they could expect from
their wheat crop. The Oregon Biomass Tax Credit helps put Camelina returne clnear to haing
on par with dryland whant and neacidan ae innoniies dn oroseere b s an i sl entatien I
eddition, the Tax Credit helps e marketlng s:de of Camehna by gtvnng processors afew
Pratutreiivriptetiriuny ::‘:f_:i* mainsiroom ::::ptance by hvestock producers for the mea! so that
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that need to be taken for the benef t of Oregon Agnculture Thank you for supporting Senate
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Sincerely,

John R. McElheran




