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Good morning Co-Chairs Burdick, Bailey, and Berger, members of the
committee,

My name is Gary Kout and | am an independent producer and the Executive
Director of Southern Oregon Film and Television.

I'd like to begin my testimony today by reading parts of a letter written by a
couple colleagues in Southern Oregon: <read parts of letter>

Now I'd like to show the committee a list that Southern Oregon Film and
Television uses as part of our marketing and networking efforts. It is a
comprehensive but not complete list of companies that alt saw some economic
benefit, be it in the form of rentals, purchases, lodgings, meals, you name it, from
several independent films shot in Southern Oregon starting back in 2005, all of
which were made possible in part by the OPIF and Greenlight Labor programs.

I'd tike to end my testimony telling you how the most recent production came to
be in Southern Oregon.

The director, a local businessman living in Ashland, raised the money from an
investors group in Los Angeles, who wanted to make the movie down there of
course. The budget was only $100k and they felt the money would go further
down there, especially since crew and cast wouldn’t have to travel. The director
came to me and asked how we could make it work in Southern Oregon. | told him
that we have developed a capable crewbase thanks largely to the work made
possible by the incentives and could hire an all local crew. | told him we have
some of the best actors in the country right here working in the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival. And last but not least, by being a part of the iOPIF
program, the first actually to do so in Southern Oregon, we'd have funds that we
could use to increase our budget and make a better film. The financers were
convinced and indeed, we did those things — hired an all Oregon and mostly
Southern Oregon crew, and 16 out of our 20 roles, all local, were filled by actors
from the Shakespeare Festival. The movie has finished shooting and we will be
releasing it in early 2012.

I submit these as excellent examples of what my friend and colleague Vince
Porter said in his statement; that the rebate attracts the types of projects that hire
and contract with a larger ratio of local cast, crew, and small businesses, and that
they are developing a stronger and more sufficient local industry with additional
infrastructure investments being made by local businesses.

| urge you to support HB 2167. Thank you for your time.
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