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'The success of all thlrd nartv owned solar i ro ects hm"e on_the passa 'e of HB 2563

MEASURE: Hg 575-@9;

EXHIBIT:

HOUSE R V UE COMMITTEE

To Whom it May Concern,

HB 2563 Includes an amendment to fix language within the current solar property tax
statute (ORS 307.175). Established-in 1976, this statute allows solar equipment to be

' _exempt from property taxes.

I the 2007 Regular Leglslatlve Session, an amendment was added to exphcrtly allow '

third-patty owned systems to benefit from the exemption Thlrd-p rty owned sola
installations are important to '_ublrc sector organizations such as school drstrrcts "

: commumty colleges, umversmes, t:n:lesl state agencres, and non—prof’ ts ACross the
state. lt allows investors’ to take advantaee of state and federal tax credtts avallable to

._solar projects, which, publlc sector aeencues cannot take advantage of. ‘Without the
) ablllt\/ to take advantage of th;s prov:sron these solar rnstallanons would not make
_ -economlc sense; - : - : Ve :

. Utllrzrng creative fmancrng structures, ‘the Leglslature § passage of the 2007 amendment
"+ spurred on numerous solar’ msta[latlons for publ:c sector agencres across the state, which.
) 'wouid not have happened otherw:se : : I : '

L Recently, the Department of: Revenue developed anew: mterpretatron of the solar
property tax exemptron statue, whrch was counter to the: Leglslature s :ntent in passmg =
= the 2007 legrslation -This lnterpretatlon makes thlrd party owned: solar mstallatlons not '
_ ,exempt from property taxes, whlch drastically rncreases the ongoung expenses of a '

g Should HB 2563-fa|l to pass each of: our: projects w1th varipus’ school distncts,

-energy industry clusters

_ _cornmumty e
colleges,'an others will he adverselv affected.and pu agencies: will: no Ionger hav
the option to Ie .erage pri ivate capltal and- reduce their: long-term operatrng exnenses.

_Theifmpact of such a4 failure wrll he: catastrophrc to the solar mdustry in Oregon and will-

the: srgnlf‘ icant progress Oregon has made in becommg_a leadmg hub of clean T

: P[ease support HB 2563 and the rncluded solar property tax exemptlon amendment

‘Th:an_k_'o,_u,' 3 o

Christérd Skellenger. -
“Bevelopment Manager




