Member Organizations

1000 Friends
APFSCME Local #3135
Bienestar
CASA of Oregon
Central City Concern
City of Ashland
City of Beaverton
City of Comvallis
City of Eugene
City of Gresham
City of Portfand
City of Tigard
Clackarnas Community Land Trust
Clackamas County
Clackamas Housing Action Network
Caalition for a Livable Future
Community Action Partnership of Qregon
Community Action Tearn, Inc.
Community Alliance of Tenants
Community Housing Fund
Cammunity Partners for Affordable Housing
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon
Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.
Habitat for Humanity of Cregon
Homeless Farnilies Coaliticn
Housing Advocacy Group of Washington Co.
Housing Development Center
Impact Northwest
Interfaith Committee on Homelessnass
tane County Legal Aid and Advocacy Center
League of Women Voters of Oregon
Lincoln County
Manufactured Home Owners of Oregon, Inc.
Metro
Multnomah County
NAYA Family Center
NeahCasa
Neighborhood Econamic Development Corp.
Neighborhood Partnerships
Network for Oregon Affordable Housing
Naorthwest Community Land Trust Coalition
Northwest Housing Alternatives
Qregon Action
Oregon Council on Developmental Disabilities
Oregon Coalition on Housing & Homelessness
Oregon Food Bank
Oregon Housing Authorities
Oregon Opportunity Network
Partners for a Hunger-Free Oregon
Portland Community Reinvestment Initiatives, Inc.
Portland State Univ., Student Legal & Mediation Services
Proud Ground
REACH CDC
Rogue Valley CDC
Rose CDC
Rural Community Assistance Carp.
St. Vincent DePaul of Lane County
Shelter Care
Sisters Of The Road
Umpagua CDC
Washington County
Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services

HB R25%

=

My name is Janet Byrd, and | am the Executive Director of Neighborhood
Partnerships, which convenes the Housing Alliance. The Housing Alliance is a
coalition of organizations from across the state that have come together out« =
concern for those in our communities that do not have a safe, stable, and affordable
place to call home, or access to a community that provides a range of opportunities
and services. We know that we all benefit when our neighbors have full access to
opportunity.

EASURE:

We know that across Oregon, renters are faced with the hard choice of paying for
rent or for other necessities. | have provided with my testimony some fact sheets for
selected counties that illustrate this. In the face of this need, we need to maintain
the tools and strategies that work to make housing accessible to all Oregonians. One
such tool is to allow local governments to exempt affordable housing properties
from paying property taxes.

HB 2354 extends the sunset on ORS 307.540 to 307.548, which allows local
communities to exempt affordable housing developments from paying local property
taxes. HB 2354 proposes that the sunset be extended from the current date of July
1, 2014 until July 1, 2027, and makes no other changes to the law.

Property taxes make up a substantial portion of the operating costs of affordable
housing. This exemption allows local jurisdictions to choose to support affordable
housing in their communities by granting property tax exemptions for housing
owned by non-profit organizations that provide homes to low-income households. In
turn, rents are reduced for residents.

As you have heard, this program is used by several cities across Oregon. In these
communities that have chosen to adopt this [ocal exemption, non-profit corporations
may apply for the exemption with their local jurisdiction. They renew their
application annually, and must show that the housing to be exempted remains
occupied by those making 60% of area median income or less. The local
government can also end their exemption at any time by repealing the ordinance
adopting the program.

We all benefit from a community in which residents have access to opportunity and
a safe, stable place to call home. [n addition, renters with low incomes and non-
profit housing developers benefit from this exemption. Renters with low incomes
benefit through lower rents and housing they can afford. Non-profit housing
developers benefit by being better able to fulfill their mission.

We know that affordable housing is a key to stable and thriving communities.
Affordable housing gives people an opportunity to build better lives. It provides the
foundation for adults to access employment, for kids to succeed in school. Local
jurisdictions that see the value of stable housing should have the option of providing
this support to low income families and others who most need our support to thrive.
We urge you to support HB 2354. Thank you for your time and consideration.
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HOMELESSNESS
in Benton County, pecple on
fixed incomes—seniors and
people  with  disabilities—
can't afford a one bedroom
apartment at market rate. In
Benton County, an average of
one student in every classroom
was homeless during the
2009-2010 school year.

STRUGGLING TO RENT
Benton County's hard-working
families should not have to
choose between rent, groceries
and medicine.  In Bentcn
County, one out of every 15
peaple was unemployed in
October 2010.

- STRUGGLING TO OWN
Despite the drop in housing
prices, homeownership
continues to be out of reach for
many. Foreclosures and high
unemployment also owning a
home this out of reach for too
many Oregonians. |n Benton
County, one out of every 55
loans were either in foreclosure
or 90+ days delinquent as of
January 2010.

We know housing gives people an opportunity to build better lives. Qur
communities are better and stronger when everyone has a safe and
affordable place to call home. In Benton County, the recession has left our
neighbors at risk of foreclosure and homelessness.

Annual Income
Requiredto Afford
a 1-BR Apartment
in Benton County

Average Annual
Social Security
Payment for
Retired Workers

Average Annual$S1
forthe Disabled

$25,240

Average Incomes of Benton County's
Most Vulnerable Citizens

Annual Income
Required 1o Afford
a 2-8R Apartment

in Bentan County

Home Hezlth Aige A

$31.440

_ Average Incomes of
Benton County's Working Families

Median Sale
Price fora House
in Benton County

Police Officer

3243,000

Average Home Price that
Benton County's Working Families Could Afford
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We know housing gives people an opportunity to build better lives. Our
communities are better and stronger when everyone has a safe and
affordable place to call home. In Lane County, the recession has left our

neighbors at risk of foreclosure and homelessness.

HOMELESSNESS

In Lane County, people on fixed
incomes—seniors and people
with disabilities—can’t afford
a one bedroom apartment at
market rate. In Lane County,
an average of one student in
every classroom was homeless
during the 2009-2010 school
year.

STRUGGLING TO RENT
Lane County’s hard-working
families should not have to
choase between rent, groceries
and medicine. In Lane County,
one out of every 10 people was
unemployed in October 2010.

STRUGGLING TO OWN
Despite the drop in housing
prices, unemployment and
a wave of foreclosures
continue to make owning a
home difficult for toc many
Cregonians. In Lane County,
one out of every 26 loans were
either in foreclosure or 90+
days delinquent as of January
2010.

Annualincome
Required ta Afford
21-BR Apartment

iniane Count

Average Annual
Social Security
Payment for
feti

Average AnnualSsl

$24,200

Average Incomes of Lane County's
Most Vuinerable Citizens

AnnvalIncome
Required to Afford
a 2-BR Apartment

in Lane County

Home Health Ai
ome Realh Aice Child Care Worker

530,640

- Average incomes of
Lane County's Working Families

Median Sale
Price for a House
inLane County

$189,900

Average Home Price that
Lane County’s Working Families Could Afford

Averane Annval

Pension for Veterans

Bank Teller

Computer
Frogrammer




We know housing gives people an opportunity to build better lives. Our
~communities are better and stronger when everyone has a safe and
affordable place to call home. In Linn County, the recession has left our
neighbors at risk of foreclosure and homelessness.

HOMELESSNESS

In Linn County, pecple on fixed
incomes—seniors and people
with disabilities—can't afford
a one bedroom apartment at
market rate. In Linn County, an
average of one student in every
2 classrooms was homeless
during the 2009-2010 school
year.

STRUGGLING TO RENT
Linn Countys hard-working
families should not have fo
choose between rent, groceries
and medicire. In Linn County,
one out of every 8 people was
unemployed in October 2010.

STRUGGLING TO OWN
Despite the drop in housing
prices, unemployment and
a wave of foreclosures
continue to make owning a
home difficult for too many
Oregonians.  In Linn County,
one out of every 21 loans were
either in foreclosure or 90+
days delinquent as of January
2010.

Annual Income
Required e Afford
a1-BR Apartment

in Lirn County

Average Annual
Sccial Security
Payment for
d Wotkers

Average Annual
Pension for eterans

Average Annual 554

$24,160

Average Incomes of Linn County's
Most Vulnerable Cltizens

Annualincome
Required to Afford
a 2-8R Apartment

in Linn County

Home Heakh Aide

$30,120

Average Incomes of
Linn County's Working Families

Median Sale Teacher
Prica for a House
inLinn County

Murse

Construction
Warker

$148,900

Average Heme Price that
Linn County's Working Families Could Afford
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We know housing gives people an opportunity to build better lives. Qur
communities are better and stronger when everyone has a safe and
affordable place to call home. In Multnomah County, the recession has
left our neighbors at risk of foreclosure and homelessness.

HOMELESSNESS
In Multnomah County, people

on fixed

incomes—seniors

and people with disabilities—
can't afford a one bedroom
apartment at market rate.
fn  Multnomah County, an
average of one student in
every classroom was homeless
during the 2009-2010 school

year.

STRUGGLING TO RENT

Multnomah  County’'s
working families should not

have to choose between rent,
groceries and medicine. In

Multnomah

County, ocnhe
out of every 11 people was

unemployed in Octcber 2010.

STRUGGLING TO OWN
Despite the drop in housing

prices,

homeownership

continues ic be out of reach

for many.

high unemployment also place

Foreclosures and

owning a home out of reach
for too many Oregonians. In

of every 21 lcans were either
in foreclosure or 90+ days

delinquent as of January 2010.

hard-

Annual Income

Requiredto Afford

21-BR Apartment
in Multnomah County

Aerage Annual
Social Security
Payment for
Retired Workers Average Annual

Pension for Vet

Average Annual S8/
for the Disabled

529,040 : 58

Average Incomes of Multnomah
County’s Most Vulrerable Citizans

Annual Income
Required o Afford
a2-BR Apartment

in Multnomah Couny

Janitor

Home Health Aide Child Care Worker

433,560

Average Incomes of
Muftnomah County's Working Families

Wedian Sale
Pricefor a House
inMultnomah County

Nurse

Teach
el Police Officer

$245,180

Average Home Price that
Muiltnomah County’s Working Families Could Afford
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HOMELESSNESS

In Polk County, people on fixed
incomes—seniors and people
with disabilities—can‘t afford
a cne bedroom apartment at
market rate. In Polk County,
an average of one student in
every classroom was hcmeless
during the 2009-2010 school
year.

STRUGGLING TO RENT
Polk Countys hard-working
families should not have to
choose between rent, groceries
and medicine. In Polk County,
one out of every 12 people was
unemployed in October 2010.

STRUGGLING TO OWN
Despite the drop in housing
prices, homeaownership
continues to be out of reach
for many. Foreclosures and
high unemployment also place
owning a home out of reach for
too many Oregonians. In Polk
County, one out of every 23
loans were either in foreclosure
or 90+ days delingquent as of
lanuary 2010.

We know housing gives people an opportunity to build better lives. Our
communities are better and stronger when everyone has a safe and
affordable place to call home. In Polk County, the recession has left our
neighbors at risk of foreclosure and homelessness.

AnnualIncome
Required to Afford
al-BR Apartment

in Polk County

Average Annual
Sacial Security
Payment for

Average Annual
Pension for Veterans

Average Annial 551

322,560

Average Incomes of Polk County's
Most Vuinerable Cltizens

Annuat Income
Required to Afford
2 2-BR Apantment

in Palk County

Home Health Aide Child Care Worker

$27,000

Average Incomes of
Polk County's Working Famifies

Median Sale
Pricefora House
in:Polk County

Teacher
Nurse

Canstruction
Worker

$186,250

Average Home Price that
Polk County's Working Families Could Afford

Adliance ‘o Neighborhood Partnerships e 1020 SW Taylor Street, Suite 580 « Partland, Or 97205 » 503-226-3001 x107




HOUSING
ALLIANCE

We know housing gives people an opportunity to build better lives. Qur
communities are better and stronger when everyone has a safe and
affordable place to call home. In Washington County, the recession has

HOMELESSNESS

In Washington County, people
on fixed incomes—seniors
and people with disabilities—
can‘t afford a one bedrocm
apartment at market rate.
In Washington County, an
average of one student in
every classroom was homeless
during the 2009-2010 school
year.-

STRUGGLING TO RENT
Washington Countys hard-
working families should not
have to choose between rent,
groceries and medicine. In
Washington  County, one
out of every 12 people was
unemployed in October 2010.

STRUGGLING TO OWN
Despite the drop in housing
prices, homecwnership
continues to be out of reach
for many. Foreclosures and
high unemployment also place
owning a home out of reach
for too many Oregonians. In
Washington County, one out
of every 23 loans were either
in foreclosure or 90+ days
delinquent as of January 2010.

IR
HIIUEING

left our neighbors at risk of foreclosure and homelessness.

Annual tncome
Required to Afford
a 1-BR Apanment
in Washington County

Average Annual
Social Security
Payment for

Average Annual
Pension for Yeterans
Average AnnualSSI
for the Disabled

$29,040

Average Incomes of Washington
County's Mest Vulnerable Citizens

Anrual Income
Required tu Afford
a 2-BR Apartment
in Washingion County

lanitor
Fast Feod Conk

$33,560

Average Incomes of
Wiashingtor: County’s Working Families

Median Sale
Price fora House

i Washington County Police Officer

Nuise

$249,375

Average Home Price that
Washington County's Working Families Could Afford
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