75th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2009 Regular Session MEASURE: SB 403
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Sen. Bonamici
Senate Committee on Judiciary

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: No fiscal impact

Action: Do Pass

Vote: 5-0-0
Yeas. Bonamici, Boquist, Dingfelder, Whitsett, Prozanski
Nays: 0
Exc. 0

Prepared By: AnnaBraun, Counsel

M eeting Dates: 2111

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Allows beneficiaries to awrongful desth action to agree to distribution of damages
rather than requiring distribution through intestate succession. Declares emergency, effective upon passage.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:
» Applicability to the Williams case
*  Requirement that all beneficiaries must agree

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: ORS 30.030 governs the distribution of damages in awrongful desth case. In most situations, the
beneficiaries are able to agree to a distribution of damages. However, punitive damage awards must be allocated by the
laws of intestate succession, meaning that the payment will go to the surviving spouse. In some situations, for example
considering tax implications, afamily may be better off distributing the damagesin a different way. SB 403 allowsthe
damages to be distributed by agreement by al the beneficiaries.
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