75th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2009 Regular Session MEASURE: SB 151
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Sen. Bonamici
Senate Committee on Judiciary

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: No fiscal impact

Action: Do Pass as Amended and Be Printed Engrossed
Vote: 5-0-0
Yeas. Bonamici, Boquist, Dingfelder, Whitsett, Prozanski
Nays: 0
Exc. 0
Prepared By: AnnaBraun, Counsel
M eeting Dates: 2/03

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Allowsthe Director of the Department of Human Services (DHS) to appoint
attorneys who can act as appointed persona representatives, or file asmall estate affidavit for decedent who received
public assistance or received ingtitutional care. Clarifies the attorney does not represent the director of DHS when
appointed.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:
» Possible conflicts of interest
*  Expense of using state government workers
*  Concerns of the Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: When aperson who has received public assistance dies, it is sometime possible to recover the cost
of care or assistance from the person’s estate. In the past, DHS has used private attorneys for this purpose, but the
statutory authority has been questioned by the Department of Justice. SB 151 makes the authority explicit.
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