75th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2009 Regular Session MEASURE: HB 2621
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep. Roblan
House Committee on Rules

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: No fiscal impact

Action: Do Pass

Vote: 7-0-1
Yeas. Berger, Edwards C., Garrard, Jenson, Nolan, Read, Roblan
Nays: 0
Exc.: Gelser

Prepared By: Jerry Watson, Administrator

M eeting Dates: 3/4

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Requires eection filing officer to modify ballot when vacancy occurs before the 47"
day prior to date of eection. Reqguires specia e ection to be held when vacancy occurs due to death of major party
candidate for state office after 47" day before date of general election.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:
* Impact of ballot vacancies that occur after deadline for mailing ballot to long term absent electors

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: ORS 254.165 currently requires the secretary to modify the ballot when avacancy due to death,
withdrawal, or disqualification of a candidate for an office occurs before the 30" day prior to the date of the election. No
change to the ballot is required if avacancy occurs on or after the 30" day prior to the date of the election. If avacancy
occurs after the 30" day before the date of the general dection for a state office due to the death of a candidate of amajor
political party for that office, the ballot is not modified, but rather the election is not held, ballots are not counted for that
office, and a special election is ordered by the Secretary of State. Under ORS 254.470, ballots are mailed to most voters
between the 14" and 18" day prior to an election. However, under current law there is a 45-day mailing deadline for
ballots going to long term absent electors, including military personnel (ORS 253.045, ORS 253.065 and ORS 253.510).
HB 2621 is aresponse to situations where a candidate vacancy occurs after balots are mailed to long term absent
electors, but before the cutoff date established in ORS 254.165 for ballot modification. Proponents assert that ballot
modification is expensive and that moving the deadline for ballot modification ahead of the deadline for mailing ballots
to long term absent electors will reduce ballot modification.
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