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75th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2009 Regular Session MEASURE: HB 2040 B
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Sen. Starr
Senate Committee on Business and Transportation

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: Minimal fiscal impact, no statement issued
Action: Do Pass the B-Engrossed Measure
Vote: 5 - 0 - 0

Yeas: George, Schrader, Starr, Verger, Metsger
Nays: -
Exc.: -

Prepared By: Jim Stembridge, Administrator
Meeting Dates: 5/7

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Expands the requirement that drivers maintain a safe distance from emergency
vehicles to include roadside assistance vehicles and tow vehicles. Specifies that compliance requires either moving
to an adjacent lane or slowing to at least five miles per hour below the posted speed limit.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
• Safeguards to roadside assistance vehicle operations
• Number of states with “move over” laws that include tow trucks (31)
• Number of tow-truck operators killed on the road nationally each year (40)

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: Oregon enacted its “move over” law with the passage of House Bill 2176 in 2003. The
measure created the offense of failing to maintain a safe distance from an emergency vehicle or ambulance stopped
alongside a roadway while displaying warning lights. While prior law had required drivers to yield to approaching
emergency vehicles (ORS 811.145) and prohibited drivers from interfering with emergency vehicles (ORS
811.150), the new law provided protection for law enforcement officers and emergency responders parked on the
shoulder of a roadway from being struck by passing vehicles. The “move over” law specifies that a driver
approaching a stopped emergency vehicle (including police, fire, ambulance and airport security vehicles equipped
with lights and siren) must either slow down or, where possible, change lanes. Violations are punishable as a Class
B traffic violation.

Emergency vehicles are not the only vehicles that respond to vehicles stopped at the sides of roadways. Operators
of tow trucks and roadside assistance vehicles (which assist with battery, tire, or mechanical problems, deliver fuel,
or provide lockout services) also respond to vehicles stopped at the sides of roadways and are also at risk when
vehicles pass nearby at high speeds. House Bill 2040-B expands ORS 811.147 to include roadside assistance
vehicles equipped with warning lights.

House Bill 2040-B also clarifies the requirement that vehicles slow down, to at least five miles per hour below the
posted speed limit, if they are unable to switch lanes.


