74th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2008 Special Session MEASURE: SB 1072 A
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep. Barker
House Committee on Judiciary

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: Minimal fiscal impact, no statement issued

Action: Do Pass

Vote: 9-0-0
Yeas. Barker, Bonamici, Cameron, Flores, Komp, Krieger, Shields, Whisnant, Macpherson
Nays: 0
Exc. 0

Prepared By: Bill Taylor, Counsdl

M eeting Dates: 2/19

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Increases the pendty for participating in dog fighting from a Class A misdemeanor
to a Class C felony. Increases the penalty for possessing dog fighting paraphernalia from a Class A misdemeanor to a
Class C felony. Defines for the purpose of dog fighting paraphernalia a “tread mill” as a carpet mill made of narrow
sections of carpet, amodified electric treadmill for the purposes of conditioning dogs, or a slat mill with running surface
congtructed of wood, plastic or fiberglass. Requires that possession of this material be for the purposes of training a dog
as a fighting dog. Requires that the person know the purpose for which the materia is possessed or that the person
should have known the purpose.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:
e Under ORS 161.705, ajudge can decideto treat a Class C felony as a Class A misdemeanor
»  Judge could reduce the penalty associated with attending a dog fight to a Class A misdemeanor
* Nineteen other statestreat attending a dog fight as a Class C felony
*  “Dogfights’ within the meaning of ORS 167.365 and ORS 167.370 are staged events dogs with handlers and
referees. “Dogfights’ are not two dogs fighting in the park.

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: Currently, it is a Class A misdemeanor to participate in a dog fight. This includes attending or
advertising adogfight. Current law lists a“tread mill” as“dog fighting paraphernalia’ but does not define theterm. Itis
aClass C felony to own, possess, breed or train afighting dog, or to promote dog fighting or alow it on one’s property.
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