74th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2007 Regular Session MEASURE: SB 620
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: CONSENT
House Committee on Health Care

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: No fiscal impact

Action: Do Pass and Be Placed on the Consent Calendar

Vote 8-0-1
Yeas Bonamici, Bruun, Cannon, Flores, Gelser, Kotek, Richardson, Greenlick
Nays: 0
Exc.: Maurer

Prepared By: Sandy Thiele-Cirka, Administrator

M eeting Dates: 5/1 (Policy sub), 5/8 (Full)

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Defines "naturopathic physician.” Expands the definition of physician as used by
the Department of Transportation to include naturopathic physicians. Specifies that naturopathic physicians can
submit reports to the State Health Officer, regarding the abilities of a person with amental or physical condition or
impairment to safely operate a motor vehicle.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:

e Confusion regarding naturopathic physicians scope of practice

e Current Department of Motor V ehicles limitation on recognizing naturopathic physicians
» Naturopathic physicians' ahility to conduct examinations and diagnoses

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: Current statute defines “naturopathic medicine” and defines the requirements for licensure under
the Board of Naturopathic Examiners (ORS 685), but does not include a definition of “naturopathic physician.”

The definition of “physician” is hot standardized throughout statute. Some state agencies treat naturopathic
physicians as equal to medical doctors and doctors of osteopathy, while others do not allow naturopathic physiciansto
file reports or perform examinations required by the state.
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