74th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2007 Regular Session MEASURE: SB 544B
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: CONSENT
House Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: Minimal fiscal impact, no satement issued

Action: Do Pass as Amended, Be Printed Engrossed, and Be Placed on the Consent Calendar
Vote 5-0-2
Yeas. Clem, Dingfelder, Macpherson, Smith P., Roblan
Nays: 0
Exc.: Boquist, Maurer
Prepared By: Beth Patrino, Administrator
M eeting Dates: 517

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Requiresthe Department of State Lands (DSL) to investigate the feasibility of
establishing an Oregon certification program for professional wetland scientists. Requires report to appropriate interim
committee no later than November 1, 2008. Declares emergency, effective upon passage.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:
»  Theneed to assure that wetland scientists have the appropriate level of expertise

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: Requires DSL to submit areport to an appropriate interim legidative
committee, including recommendations for legidation, no later than November 1, 2008.

BACKGROUND: There currently are no education, training or certification requirements for persons who provide
wetland consulting servicesin Oregon. “Wetland consulting services’ typically include wetland delineations,

devel opment planning, preparing permit applications and designing and monitoring compensatory mitigation projects.
To provide these services, wetland professionals must understand different scientific disciplines, such as botany, soil
science, hydrology and ecology. SB 544 would require the Department of State Lands to investigate the feasibility of
establishing an Oregon certification program for “ professional wetland scientists.” The bill would require the
Department to consider: (1) the feasibility of a certification program; (2) the existence and validity of certification
programs; (3) the methods and procedures about which wetland scientists should be knowledgeable; (4) the scope of a
certification examination and continuing education; (5) an entity to administer the program; and (6) appropriate fees.
The bill would require areport from DSL to the legislature no later than January 15, 2009.
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