74th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2007 Regular Session MEASURE: SB408A
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER:  Rep. Schaufler
House Committee on Judiciary Rep. Krieger

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: No fiscal impact

Action: Do Pass

Vote: 8-0-1
Yeas. Barker, Bonamici, Cameron, Flores, Krieger, Read, Whisnant, Macpherson
Nays: 0
Exc. Komp

Prepared By: Bill Taylor, Counsdl

M eeting Dates: 5/2

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Prohibitsthe Department of Human Services from filing a petition to terminate
parenta rightsto hisor her child only if a court has previously approved the permanency plan for the child. Clarifies
that the measure applies to other sections of the dependency code when termination of parenta rights are at risk.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:
»  Children languishing in foster care.

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: One of the grounds for termination of parentd rightsisthat the child has been in substitute care for
15 of thelast 22 months. The Department of Human Services (DHS) must devel op a permanency plan for every child
under the jurisdiction of the court on a dependency matter. This plan may involve steps to re-unify the child with his or
her family, or it may set steps to terminate parental rights and move toward adoption. The court reviews these plans
every six months.  In between hearings, the department may decide that re-unification is not possible and start the
process for parental termination and adoption. This can, and does, result in confusion for parents and children with a
court-approved plan for reunification and DHS moving toward adoption.
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