74th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2007 Regular Session MEASURE: SB 101 A
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Sen. Devlin
Senate Committee on Business, Transportation, and Wor kfor ce Devel opment

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: Fiscal satement issued

Action: Do Pass as Amended and Be Printed Engrossed
Vote: 4-0-1
Yeas. George L., Monnes Anderson, Starr, M etsger
Nays: 0
Exc.: Deckert
Prepared By: Janet Adkins, Administrator
M eeting Dates: 3/12, 4123

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Phasesin new permit and training requirements for Class | and Class 111 all-terrain
vehicle (ATV) operators beginning with those under the age of 16 in 2009. Applies requirementsto al Class| (quad)
and Class I11 (off-road motorcycle) operators by 2014. Provides exemption for riders aged 16 or older with at least five
years experience who pass an equivalency exam. Requires operators of ATV s under the age of 16 to be supervised by
an adult with an operator permit. Clarifiesthat supervision means being able to immediately offer assistance and
direction. Createsthe offense, aClass C traffic violation, of endangering aClass | ATV operator for a parent, legal
guardian, or person legally responsible for a child’ s safety, if achild under 16 operates the vehicle in violation of the
requirements. Raises the age of the child (from 12 to 16) for the existing offense of endangering aClass 11 ATV
operator. Appliesrequirements and restrictions on public lands, including private lands that are open to the public asa
result of funding from the ATV Account. Requires Class| ATV operatorsto ride on appropriately sized ATV's, meeting
“rider-fit” guidelinesto be set by the Department of Parks and Recreation. Allows use of the ATV Allocation Account
for law enforcement activities outside of designated ATV recreation aress.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:
*  Whether to establish a seven-year minimum age for operation of quads
*  Whether restrictions should apply on private land open to the public
*  Appropriate supervision for various ages of operators
* Rider-fit concept and how it might be defined

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: Dédetesfrom the origina measure alower age limit for operating a
Class| ATV. Specifiesthat public landsinclude certain privately owned lands. Providesfor phasing in of permit
requirements. Clarifies supervision requirement. Expands use of ATV account. Adds rider-fit requirements.

BACKGROUND: The Parks and Recreation Department recommends safety training for all ATV riders, and current
law requires an operator permit certifying completion of training for some riders on public lands. Current law requires
Class| (quad) operator training for anyone without avaid drivers license unless accompanied by an adult with the
operator permit or driverslicense. Current law requires Class 111 (off-road motorcycle) training for operators between
the ages of seven and 12 and the child must be accompanied by an adult with a driverslicense or operator permit. Class
I11 operators age 12 or older must have a permit unless the operator hasavalid driver’ slicense or is accompanied by an
adult with adriver'slicense. Thereisalower age limit of seven for Class 111 operators on public lands. On-the-bike
training is available from private providers, and the cost for youth training is subsidized by the Parks ATV fund. The
ATV fund derives from vehicle permit fees on ATV s and estimated state fuel taxespaid on ATV fudl.

As ATV riding becomes more popular, deaths and injuries are increasing. There have been 109 deaths attributable to
ATV accidentsin the past 20 years, half of which having occurred in the past five years. The Parks and Recreation
Department intends to continue requiring the youth programs for training and to devel op curriculum and testing for older
operators, including on-line versions. Senate Bill 101-A expands permit requirementsto all operators over the next
seven years, increases supervision of youth operators, and initiates rider-fit standards for Class| operators.
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