74th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2007 Regular Session MEASURE: HB 3043
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep. P. Smith
House Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resour ces

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: Fiscal satement issued

Action: Do Pass

Vote: 6-0-1
Yeas. Clem, Dingfelder, Macpherson, Maurer, Smith P., Roblan
Nays: 0
Exc.: Boquist

Prepared By: Beth Patrino, Administrator

M eeting Dates: 3/13

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:  Authorizes the State Forester to impose a civil penalty in an amount equal to the
estimated cost of reforesting lands for violation of ORS 527.745 and to use the penaltiesto reforest the land that isthe
subject of the violation. Any penalties that exceed the cost of reforestation are to be paid to the Genera Fund.

| SSUES DI SCUSSED:
» Reforestation requirements under the Forest Practices Act
»  Extent of reforestation violations

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: The Oregon Forest Practices Act (FPA) requires reforestation, including site preparation, to begin
within 12 months after the completion of harvest and to be completed by the end of the second planting season after the
completion of harvest. By the end of the fifth growing season, a minimum number of healthy, free-to-grow, conifer or
suitable hardwood seedlings must be established per acre and be well-distributed over the area. Violations of
reforestation requirements under the FPA are subject to the issuance of acitation and order to reforest. Once acitationis
issued, acivil or criminal penalty may be processed. ORS 527.685 currently limits the penalty to no more than $5,000
per violation.

In some cases, the existing civil penalty authority under the FPA has been not been a sufficient incentive to promote
reforestation. In some circumstances, so much time goes by that reforestation is no longer a viable option because of the
high cost of treating competing vegetation.

HB 3043 authorizes the State Forester to impose a civil penalty in amount equal to the estimated cost of reforestation for
violation of the reforestation requirementsin the FPA.
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