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74th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2007 Regular Session MEASURE: HB 2125 A
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep. Komp
House Committee on the Judiciary

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: Fiscal statement issued
Action: Do Pass as Amended and Be Printed Engrossed
Vote: 8 - 0 - 1

Yeas: Barker, Bonamici, Cameron, Komp, Krieger, Read, Whisnant, Macpherson
Nays: 0
Exc.: Flores

Prepared By: Bill Taylor, Committee Counsel
Meeting Dates: 1/18, 4/3

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Requires that child support obligations be reviewed every three years or sooner if
state regulation calls for review sooner than every three years. Requires the Department of Justice (DOJ) to collect the
new annual fee mandated by federal law from the non-custodial parent owing child support. Requires the DOJ to assess
and collect a medical support payment from parents if the child is not covered by health insurance. Changes the existing
definition of “health benefit plan” to include not only providing health care coverage for the children through a private
employer or group insurance, but also to include coverage of health insurance through a public entity such as state
health insurance program. Defines “providing party” and substitutes the term for “obligor.” Requires that the cost of
satisfactory health care coverage must be included in the child support calculation. Adds to the definition of “medical
support” for the purposes of child support the cost of premiums and any uncovered medical costs such as co-pays and
out-of-pocket costs for urgent care. Clarifies that support orders could be ordered against either the obligor or the
obligee of health care coverage. Requires that health care coverage be included in all support orders. Requires a court
or the Support Enforcement Division of the DOJ to make written findings on whether to order the payment of medical
support. Prohibits a court or the Support Enforcement Division from ordering a medically needy person to pay
medical support or to order a person who has a child in the household who is eligible to receive medical assistance.
Effective October 1, 2007.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
• Annual fee
• Federal mandate

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: Changed the existing definition of “health benefit plan” to include
coverage of health insurance through a public entity such as state health insurance program. Defines “providing party”
and substitutes the term for “obligor.” Requires that the cost of satisfactory health care coverage must be included in the
child support calculation. Adds to the definition of “medical support” the cost of premiums and any uncovered
medical costs such as co-pays and out-of-pocket costs for urgent care. Clarifies that support orders could be ordered
against either the obligor or the obligee of health care coverage. Requires that health care coverage be included in all
support orders. Requires a court or the Support Enforcement Division of the DOJ to make written findings on
whether to order the payment of medical support. Prohibits a court or the Support Enforcement Division from
ordering a medically needy person to pay medical support or to order a person who has a child in the household who
is eligible to receive medical assistance. Effective October 1, 2007.

BACKGROUND: The federal government supplies a substantial part of the funds the states distribute to children on
public assistance. In return, the federal government requires the states to abide by certain federal requirements including
imposing duties and obligations upon non-custodial parents of children receiving public assistance.

As part of the federal Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, the federal government imposed additional requirements upon the
states who in turn must, if they want federal funding, change state law to comply with the new federal requirements.
Currently, child support obligations must be reviewed every two years. Also, a parent is required to provide medical
insurance if the parent can afford to do so.


